T svr\:rised Mom's a|wa7/s ?us\wihs the "family"
message, since she and her sisters dont really
get along. Maybe she thinks if she keePS
re\)ea-!'ihs it to me and m7/ broﬂ'\ers, -H\eh

well come out different. But, if T was her, T
wouldnt hold m7/ breath.

T +hink Mom is Just +r7/.'h3 to make me feel better
about my situation with Rowley anyway. Rowley’s
been my best friend ever since he moved into m
heis}\’oour}\oocl, but ‘I’Hhss }mVe rea"y c}mhsecl
between us receh+|7/.

And it’s all because of a GIRL.
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Believe me, the last person in the world T ever

+¥xou3)n+ would get a Sirlfn'ehd was ROWLEY.



T q|wa7/s ﬂ\ous\ﬁ' I'D be the one in a re|a+iohs¥\i\>
and Row|e7/ would be the vy eVeryohe kind of
fel+ sorry for.

GREG JR, WOULD
YOU LIKE TO GIVE
A HOT DOG TO

MR ROWLEY?

T guess The got to give Row|e7/ some credit for
dc+uall7/ 'Fihdihs a sirl who likes him. But T dont
have to be HAPPY about it.

Back in the Sood old days, it was just me and
Rowley, and we }whs out and did whatever we
wanted. Tf we felt like {>|owih3 bubbles in our
chocolate milk at lunch, then that's exac+|7/ what
we did.




But now that there’s a girl in the picture things
are TOTALLY different.

Wherever Rowley is, his 3.‘r|-Friehc} Abigaﬂ is, too.
And even if she ISN'T there i+ SEEMS like she
is. T invited Row|e7/ to my house for a sleevoVer

last weekend so the two of us could sPehd some

+ime +03e+}\er‘, but after about +wo }\ours 1 gave
up trying to have any fun.

NO, YOU'RE
CUTER! HEE
HEE HEE!
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And when the two of them are in the same P|ace
its even WORSE. Ever since Rowley and Abusm

got +03e+*\er, its like Rowley doesnt even have his
owh OPINIONS o\h)/ more.

SO WHAT DID
YOU THINK
OF THAT
NEW MOVIE?

T was }\opihg +his would Ve all blown over b)/ now
and H-u'hgs would be back to normal, but there’s
no sign of this ending anytime soon.

HAPPY NINE-
AND-A-HALF-DAY
ANNIVERSARY!



Tf you ask me, its ALREADY gohe too far.

TVve started hoticing lit++le d\ahaes in Rowley,

like the way he combs his hair and the clothes he
], T GUARANTEE you, Abigail is

wears. Ah

behind all of i+.
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But I'™ +he one who's been best friends with Rowley
all these years, so if anyone has the n's)n+ to
chqhge Hm it's ME.

T Jus+ dont se‘l’ Now 7/ou cah go from beihﬁ
someone s best friend to se‘Hihs kicked to the
kerb. But thats exac+l7/ what }\a\)\)ehecl.

Durihs the winter, me and Rowley stored up Some
snowballs in my freezer so we could have a snowball
fish-f wheh +¥\e wea+)ner 3°+ warm.



Well, 7/es+erdq7/ was the first nice Jo\)/ weVve had in
forever, but when T went over +o Rowlefs house
he acted like he was oo sooc} for me.

SORRY, WE'RE

OCCUPIED AT

THE MOMENT.
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The +)nih3 is, T can ‘-\ohes-H)/ say T Ve been nice
to A{)isdil, but SHE doesnt like ME. She’s been
+r)/ih3 to drive a wedse between me and Row|e7/

ever since the two of them became a couP|e.



But whenever T 4ry to bring the topic vp with
Rowley T get the same -H\ihs every time.

YOURE JUST
JEALOUS! YOURE
JUST JEALOUS!
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T wish T could give Rowley a piece of my mind,
but I CAN'T because I’m c{e\)ehc}ihg onh \'\im Yo
3e+ me ‘H‘\rous}\ ‘H\e Sc}xool yedr.

T have Mr Blo\kdy for Ehsh's}\, and he makes
us turn in all our assiahmeh+s in cursive. But i+
rea||y hurts my hand when T write in cursive
for too lohs, so ]:’Ve been ‘)o\yihs Rowley one
‘Jeahu+-{>u++er cracker for eVery page that he

+ranscribes for me.




But if T have to start writing ry OWN
assighments the }\qhdwrﬁrihs on m7/ homework
wont be the same as before, and Mr B|ake|7/ will
khow.

So T'm stuck with Rowley, at least until T can
find someone who can write exac+|7/ like him and
who also likes ‘)eqhu+-bu+‘l'er crackers.

But the ’oigses-l' ‘aroblem with this Abieaﬂ
situation isnt the English homework, i+s the
walk o school. Me and Rowley used to head in
+03e+¥\er eVery morhihs, but now Row|e7/ goes
over +o Abisdiljs heis}\bourhooc} and walks o
school with HER.






