JANUARY
New Year’s Da/y
You know }wow you’re su‘)‘)oseJ to come up wi-H\ a

list of “resolutions at the besihhihs of the year
Yo +r7 to make 7ourse|f a better ?erSOh?

\l\le“, +he \)roblem is its not easy for me to think
of ways to improve myse” , because T'm a|reac}>/
?re++7/ much one of the best \Deovle T know.

So this year m7/ resolution is to +r7/ to ‘we|\>
OTHER people improve. But the -I‘)nihs Tm
‘Fihciihs out is that some \veovle dont rea||7/
appreciate it when 7/ou,re +r7/ih3 to be \'\elvful.

THINK YOU SHOULD

WORK ON CHEWING

YOUR CRISPS MORE
QUIETLY.
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One 'H\iha 1 hoticed risM' off -’r}\e bat is ﬂ\a‘r
+he People n my family are doihs a |ous7/ Job
s+ickih3 +o THEIR New Year’s resolutions.

Mom said she was gonna start going o +he
gy +oc}o\7, but she spent +he whole afternoon
wa‘l'c)nihs TV.

Ahcl Dad said }xe was gohha go oh a strict Jie-l',
but after dinner I cauS\ﬁ }\im out in ‘H-\e
garage, s+u#ih3 his face with brownies.
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Even my little brother, Mahh)/, couldn® stick
wH'\'\ }\is resolution.
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This morhing he +old eVeryohe +hat he'’s a "bis boyn
and }\e’s Siviha up Hs ‘mcifier for sooc}. ﬂweh \-\e
+hrew his favourite binkie in the trash.

Well, THAT New Year’s resolution didnt even
last o full MINUTE.

SUCK
SUCK
SUCK
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The oh|7/ person in my fdmﬂy who didnt come up
with a resolution is my older brother, Rodrick,
and that's a \)i'fy because his list should be about
a mile and a half |oh3.



So T decided to come up with a programme o
}xelv Rodrick be a better person. T called my
\)|qh “UThree Strikes and Youre Out”. The basic
idea was +\~m+ eVery +ime I saw Rodrick messihs
vp, Td mark a little “X" on his chart.

Well, Rodrick got all three strikes before T even
had a chance to decide what “Youre Qut” meant.

PUNCy
PUNCy

Ah}""’“}" Tm starting to wonder if T should Just
{)ds MY resolution , Yoo. T+s a lot of work ) and
so far T havent rea"y made any progress.

Besides, after T reminded Mom for like the billionth
time fo stop c}xewihg her crisps so loud, she made

a really 300& point. She said, "EVeryohe cant be
as ?erfed' as YOU ) Greaory." Ahd from wha‘f

I’Ve seen so far I ‘H\ihk s%ejs ris\ﬁ.
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'ﬂ\ursdax

Dad is giving this diet thing another try, and
+hat's bad news for me. He’s gohe about three
days without eating any chocolate, and he's been

SUPER cro\hky.

The other dd)’ , after Dad woke me up and told
me to 3e+ reac}y for sc}wool, I accidehﬁlly fell
back as|ee\>. Believe me, that's the last +ime Tl
make THAT mistake.

Part of the \)ro{)|em is +hat Dad alwa)/s wakes me
up before Moms out of ‘H’\e shower , So I know
that T still have like 4en more minutes before T
heed to aet out of bed for real.



Yes+erda)/ I came up wH”n a ?re++7/ sood way to
get some extra slee‘: +ime without makihs Dad

mad. After he woke me vp, T +ook all of my
blankets down the hall with me and waited outside
+he {)d‘i')nroom for m7/ furn in ‘H’\e s\'\ower.

Then T |a)/ down n'SH' on op of the heater vent.
And when the furnace was blowihs, +he experience

was even BET TER +¥mh beihs in bed.

AAAAAAAH!
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FWOOSH
The Pr‘oHem was the heat oh|7/ s+a7/ed on for

about five minutes at a time. So when the furnace
wasnt running, T was just |7/ih3 there on this
cold piece of metal.

CHATTER
CHATTER
CHATTER
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This morhing, while T was waiting for Mom to be
done wi‘H\ ‘\er s}xower, I remembered someone gave
her a bathrobe for Christmas. So T went into her
closet and got it.

Let me just say that was one of the smartest
moves 1.Ve ever made. Wearihs +hat H\ihs was like
beihg wra\?\)e& n a bis, ﬂu”y +owel that Just came
out of the dryer.

Tn fact, T liked i+ so much, T even wore it
AFTER m7/ shower. T +hink Dad mish'f’\le been
Jealous HE didnt come up with the robe idea first,
because when T came to the kitchen table, he
seemed extra srum‘Dy.
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T +ell you, women have +he risH' idea with this
bathrobe ﬂ\ihs. Now T'm wohJerihs what
ELSE ’rm missihs out on.

T Jus+ wish T had asked for m)/ own bathrobe

for Christmas, because T'm sure Mom is gohha

make me siVe hers back.

T struck out on 3.1[-%5 again +his 7/ear T knew T
was in for a r°“3)“ cia)/ when T came downstairs
on Christmas morning and the oh|7/ presents in
m)/ s+ockm3 were a stick of deodorant and a
“travel d.c+.ohar7/
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T guess once youre in middle school, grown-ups
decide you e too old for +o7/s or ahyﬂ'\nha +hat's
ac+ua||7/ fun.
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