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After twelve hours of s}\o\rihs a room with
Rodrick, ]?m ﬂ\ihkiha of mo\rc\'\ihs down to ‘H\e
police station and turning m self in. Because there’s
ho Puhis}xmeh-f ‘Hwe)/ can dream up that could be
worse than what Tm &eo\lihs with at home.

Last his\'\-f Rodrick brous*ﬁ a buhc"\ of his stuff
from ‘H\e basement and \>u+ it n m7/ room. ﬂm’s 1S
su?Posed to be a +em\>orar7/ livihs situation, but

Rodrick is treating it like o permanent one.

Rodrick’s 30+ his drum set on stacks of books 4o air
it out, and his dir‘fy clothes are EVERYWHERE.
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ﬂ\is morhihs w%eh ]: was se‘H'ihs &ressed, I
put on a pair of boxer shorts that was sitting on
my dresser. But, ?/ the time T realized it was
dc+uo\||7/ Rodrick’s ir+7/ underwear, it was too late.
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So until Mom did a load of |auhdr7/ T wore m7/
Halloween costume. T+ was uncomfortable, but at

least T knew for sure i+ was CLEAN.

’ﬂ\is afternoon we were Jowh n ‘H’\e basement

seeing if there was ah7/+)nih3 we could sa|Va3e
from the flood.
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T noticed 50me+hih3 strange -Floa+ih3 in the water
in -H-\e s+ora3e room, and w}\eh I \Dickec} it up I

almos+ \)o\sseJ out.

At first T -H\oush-f it was a real baby, but then
T realized it was my |oh3-|os+ doll, Alfrendo.

After all this time, Alfrendo wasnt lookihs to0
3003. T +hink a mouse mustve 30‘!’ to )m'm, and
s‘)eh&ihs a c}o\y in the water didnt \welp, either.
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But in a weird way T was kind of slac} +o see him.
I was ||'Vih3 wi‘ﬂ\ ‘H’\e suiH of |osih3 A|-Fr‘ehcio for
all these years, and nhow 14 found out he was in

+he house all along.

Th fact, T couldn® fisure out how he'd wound up
in the storage room. But T realized i+ HAD 4o be
Dad. He was never really on board with the whole
doll idea, and T'm sure he got rid of Alfrendo
when T wasnt |ookih3.

DOES ALFRENDO HAVE
A RASH FROM BEING
IN HIS YUCKY OLD
DIAPIE TOO LONG?

1 -Fisureci I’c} confront Dad about kidha\aviha m7/
doll when he 30+ ‘\ome, but at the moment T had

bisaer +¥\ih35 o worry about. ﬂ\e first one was
what T was gohha EAT.
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Over the past few days we Ve been runhing low on
foo&, and if ‘H’\is show doeSh,‘f mel+ qUECk I &oh,-f
know WHAT we're gohha do.

Mom was suP‘aosed to go grocery s\\o‘)‘)ihs +he do\y
the blizzard hit, so we have less food than usual
to besih with. She said were gonhha have to start
"ra+iohih3“ until she can 90 back out.

P

That could be a while, ﬂ-\oush. The snow is \>i|ec}
up three feet Hsh o\gaihs+ the front door, so
we re {)asica||7/ +rq‘>\>ec} inside.

Ahd Ro&rick 1S S\Doilihe ‘H‘\e food we DO }\dVe
lef+. He drinks milk s+ro\53\w+ from +he carton, so
there’s no way T gohha touch that how.

GLUG

GLUG GLUG

I
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Tm ac+ua||7/ kind of mad at Dad, because if it
wasnht for him wed have all the milk we wanted.

A few years ago 1 woh a contest at +¥\e state
fair where 7/ou had o guess how much a ’oaby goat
weis\wed ) and the winner 3°+ to take it home. T
Suessed +he weiﬁ)n—f ri3¥\+, but Dad wouldnt let me
have +he goat. And if wed had that goat T could
have had a glass of milk whenever T wanted.
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Mom found some burritos in the back of the
freezer last his}vf and made them for dinner,
but ‘H\ey tasted fuhhy, so T wouldht eat them.
Mom said T needed to eat SOMETHING, so T

had ke+c\w\> as m7/ main course.

Mo\hh)’ didnt seem 1o mind the burritos, but hell
eat just about ANYTHING as long as he’s got
his favourite condiment on i+. When Sweetie lived
wiﬂ\ s, he used o c‘wew on ﬂ\e -furhi'fure, So we
sPrayecl it with this stuff called “Bitter Apple
SPra?/" that dogs cant stand the taste of.

YucCk!
V%

&

Bitter Apple

— Spray A
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But, for whatever reason, Mahhy LOVES +he
taste of Bitter A\aple S\>ra7/, and to this do\y he

uses it on almost eVeryﬂxihs he eats.

SPeakihs of Sweetie, T 30+ so \whsry +ocla7/ that
I was ser‘ious|7/ ‘H’\ihkihs about ea‘h'hs some of ‘H‘\e
dos treats 1& found in +)ne back of our ?“h+r)/‘

But Mom told me ‘H\ey have different standards for

makihs clos food ‘H\ah ‘H'\ey do for \DeO\)le fooci, so
+hat s+0\>\>ed me from eating any, at least for now.
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T can* believe T'm ?racﬁcally starving here
while Sweetie is |ivih3 +he Sood life at Gramma's,
en Joyihg her home-cooked meals.

T oh|7/ have m7/se|1[ to blame about the food
situation, ﬂ\ous\\. We had a bunch of canned
food until a week before ﬂmhkssivihs, but ‘H‘\eh
T gave almost ALL of i+ to the Food Drive at
school. T got rid of +he ‘H‘\ihss T dont like o
eat, like yams and beets.
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But Tl bet whoever got our rejects is havihs a
Pre‘Hy 300& |du3¥\ about it ris\'\‘f now.

1 was s+ar-h'h3 o wohcler w)ne+)ner +oo+¥\\>as+e ho\c}
any hutritional value when T remembered T qc+ua||7/

DID have 50me+‘wih3 edible in my desk drawer.

When Dad wouldnt let me take the goat home
from the state fair, Mom got me a giant
eobs-l'op\aer +o make up for it. T spent +he whole
avtumn workihg on that +}\ih3.
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T fisure, if we DO run out of food in the }\ouse,
+hat 3o{>s+0\>‘>er will \'\e|‘> me survive a+t least

ahoﬂ\er week.

Tohish‘f ﬂ\e electricity cut out for a few seconds
and then came back on. Mom said there was a lot
of ice on the power lines and we were \Droba{ﬂy
gohha lose our elec+rici+7/ at some point.

She said if +hat \\a‘)‘)ehed we needed o kee‘) +he
freezer door closed so the food inside didn+ thaw
out and get ruined. She also said we'd need to
kee\D +he doors o the house shut so we didn*t lose
+oo much heat.

Mahhy got REALLY upset, and whenever he
gets scared he hides in his room. One +ime when
Mahhy was youhger, T told Nim a witch lived in
our basement, and he got rea“)/ s?ookeJ. He went
missing for a few hours, but we eVeh+ua||>/ tracked
him down o his sock drawer.

Mom was ri3¥\+ about the e|ec+rici+7/, because
fifteen minutes after her Predic-h'oh +he power cut
off and didnt come back on. She 4ried 4o call the
electric company, but her mobile-‘)\'\ohe ba-Hery
was dead. EVery hour the +em\7era+ure JroP\)eJ
ahoﬂ-\er two or +\-\ree desrees, th we )nad o 3e+
a blanket 4o kee\) ourselves warm.

cHATTER CHATTER CHATTER

Fat Wicah
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