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About the

Diary of «\Wimpy Kid

and this suide.

Jeff Kinney's Diary of a Wimpy Kid series is one of the most popular series of children’s books currently on the
market. Alongside the books, published in the UK since 2007, there have also been three films, stationery ranges,
calendars, board games, apparel and other merchandise. As of 2015, there were over 150 million Diary of a Wimpy Kid
books in print worldwide.

The humorous nature of the books provides a familiar context through which universally recognisable childhood
issues, both at home and at school, can be addressed without children feeling threatened or awkward. Consequently
the books are enjoyed by children, parents and teachers alike. The fictional experiences of Greg Heffley, the main
character, mirror events in children’s own lives and they therefore find it very easy to relate to the antics in which
Greg becomes involved.

Jeff Kinney's cartoons, which reinforce the text, provide a visual reference, helping the children to understand what
they are reading and adding to their enjoyment as they picture what Greg, his friends and family are up to. For
many children, especially younger or more reluctant readers, the addition of the cartoons helps to make the books
accessible and ensures greater engagement with these hilarious stories.

The Diary of a Wimpy Kid books make excellent starting points for discussion. These guides outline a host of ideas for
discussions and other activities that can be used in the classroom, in a reading group or at home.

The activities within the guides are suitable for ages 7-11. They provide teaching ideas to help you deliver the literacy
components of the primary curriculum as well as many additional ideas for PSE, Health and Wellbeing, Drama, Art
and Technology. There are lots of ideas for discussion sessions, both to help the children further understand the
texts they are reading and to probe more deeply into the problem areas with which the characters engage. The guides
provide stimulating ideas which will encourage collaborative learning and real engagement with the books.

We hope you will find the ideas useful when planning for your students’ activities as our aim is to ensure learning is fun!
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This is the seventh book in Jeff Kinney’s Diary of a Wimpy Kid series.

It's January and Greg is reminiscing about his earliest memories, which include floating around inside Mom and
listening to both the music she played to him and the books she read before his birth. As a baby he was convinced he
was an only child until he met older brother Rodrick and received a bit of a shock.

Family meals out are usually at Corny’s Family-Style Restaurant, where any male wearing a tie has the offending
article cut off and placed on the Wall of Shame. Eating in Corny’s Children’s Alley is no fun for Greg, especially when
his younger brother, Manny gets, stuck in the plastic play tubes, and Greg is sent in to help him out - with disastrous
results.

When Uncle Gary arrives for an extended visit, he is given the couch in the family room to sleep on. This
inconveniences Greg and Rodrick, who want to watch the television when their uncle is sleeping.

Greg's biggest concern, however, is the forthcoming school dance. Which girl should he invite? Just how do you ask a
girl out? What should he wear? How much of Uncle Gary’s advice should he listen to? Greg fears that teacher-biting
Ruby Bird is attracted to him and will ask him to go with her. He starts saying prayers to God not to let this happen but
then worries he may use up all of his prayers and have none left for another occasion! Just when it looks as if Greg
will be left without a date, best friend Rowley saves the day, with hilarious consequences.

As usual, Rowley seems to be on the losing end of each adventure, but an unexpected twist means that this time
Greg is left out in the cold instead. And what of the dance itself? Well, it's not quite the success it was meant to be,
especially when a group of pensioners make an unexpected appearance!
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Uhc}ershhdiha the text

1. (Pages 1-9) Greg tells us about some of his earliest memories. Ask the class to work in pairs and to talk to their
partner about some of the things they remember from their early life. Do they have any funny memories of what
they did as young children? Then ask the children to pair up with a new partner and to relay their memories again.
Do this several times, then decide as a class who they think has the funniest memory. As an extension, the children
could draw a funny picture of one of their memories and write a few sentences beneath it.

2. (Page 30) Manny has an imaginary friend called Johnny Cheddar. Ask the the children if they've ever had an
imaginary friend. Has anyone in their family had one? As a class discuss imaginary friends: why some children have
them and why the children think the imaginary friends might eventually disappear.

Lately, Manny has been blamihs ‘H\ihss he does
on his imaginary friends. The other day he
smashed a plate on +he floor and then +old Mom
it was Johnny Cheddar, who seems +o be the
troublemaker of the Vdck.

=i

Thstead of punishing Mahhy for breaking a
‘>|a+e and then | ihg about it, Mom gave a time-
out to Johnny Cheddar. What really stinks is
+hat the time-out chair is the brand-new recliner
in the Famil)/ room, so I couldnt sit in it to
watch +elevision.

3. (Page 30) Manny blames his bad behaviour on his imaginary friend. Do the children think Mom should accept this
or should he be taught to accept responsibility for his own actions from an early age? Encourage them to explain
their answers.
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4. (Page 66) A hypnotist called Amazing Andrew visits Greg’s school during an assembly. Other assembly guests have
included Strong Steve, a singer called Krisstina and a police officer. Split the children into groups and ask them to
discuss who they would like to visit the school. Why do they think these people would make good guests?

Monda

To&ay at school, Ph}/s E.d was canceled because
we had a_general assembly during fourth Verio&.
T have to admit T was a little disappointed
when T found out, because believe i+ or not, me
and Carlos have qc+uc\||>/ been getting +he }\c\ns
of the merengue.

Mos+ ?eovle were \>re'H7l excited, ﬂ\oug“\,
because we havent had a geheral nssembly since
November. That's when this )(\7/\7ho+is+ called the

Amzihs Andrew came 4o our school.

Th the 5rth finale of his show, the Aquiha
Andrew h}/?hoﬁzed a line of eigh*fh-graclers into
ﬂ\ihkihs +heir arms were suPer3|ue& +03e+her.

66

5. (Page 79) Greg convinces Rowley to campaign for a place on the student council. Ask the class to imagine that they
have been granted a place on the student council. What would they like to change in the school? Why? How might
they go about making the changes?
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6. (Page 164) Greg thinks Rowley has chicken pox and persuades him to cover up his spots so they can still take
Abigail to the school dance. Was this sensible? Encourage the children to give reasons for their answers.

When T went over +o Row|e71's house to get
rea\&)l, T noticed he had little red bum?s on his
face that looked like mosquito bites. But then T
realized what those spots were: CHICKEN POX.

Ever since Evan Whitehead showed up at school
wi-H\ c\\ickeh pox a few weeks ago, it's been
S?rea&ihs like wildfire in my class.

This past week four bo}/s were sent home {771 the
school hurse. T'm pretty sure one of those auys
was the Mad Pantser, because there havent been
qny th‘l‘sihs incidents since Tuesdqy.
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7. (Page 32) Mom and Dad take the family to Corny’s Family-Style Restaurant. Read the extract below to the class.
(Page 181) Greg and Rowley decide to take Abigail to Corny’s before the school dance too.

T guess +he idea is to 3e+ us to interact with ohe
another more so it rubs off on Mqhhy.

When we go out to dinner, we usually end vp ot
+his place called Corhy's Famil7-8+7/|e Restavrant.
’ﬂ-\ey have a rule at Corny’s that you're not
allowed to wear a tie, and the first time we went

+here, Dad found that out +the hard way.

YOU DON'T LOOK

LIKE YOURE y m
HAVING FUN!

2

/
-

There are a few different seating sections at
Corhy’s, but since we alwqys have Mahhy with
us, the put our fqmﬂ?/ in the section called

“Children’s Alley."

32

The only other restavrant in the area was Corhy's,
and T +old +them there was no way T was going
THERE. But Rowle)/ said he really likes +he
dessert bar at Corny's, and Abiga.’l said that
sounded 300& +o her.

T was really starting to regret \-mvihg Rowle
along on this date, because if all he was gonna do
was take Abigqil's side, T'd get outvoted ever
single time. But T didnt want o make a 563 deal
about it in the middle of my date, so T Just bit
my lip and we walked three blocks to Corr\y‘s.

Luckily, I remembered about 'H\e tie issue before
we walked in the front door, and T stuffed mine
i my back pocket at the last second.

Do the children think Corny’s is a good name for this particular restaurant? In what ways does the name suit
the restaurant?
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1. (Pages 147-151) Greg babysits for the Stringer family and it all goes horribly wrong. Have a class discussion on the
rights and wrongs of asking a child as young as Greg to take responsibility for looking after a young child. Find out
the legal age when young people can be left to babysit in this country. Do the children consider this to be a sensible
age? Why (or why not)?

T don't want to get too far ahead of myself
here, but T'm sure ohe Jay T be sitting around
with the Stringers on Thanksgiving and we'll all be
laughing about how T used +o bab)/si-t my brother-
in=law, \rl:sley, when T was in middle school.

Saturda
Tonight Mom &rawed me off at the Stringers’
house at 6:30.

Mrs. Stringer said Laurel had already gone 1o a
friend’s house, which kind of stunk, becavse T was
‘\ovihﬁ T mig\\-t get to see her for a few minutes
and talk to her about the dance.

Mrs. Stringer said T should put W:sl:/ o bed at
8:00 and that H\eﬂ be home around 3:00. She
old me T could watch TV il ﬂ“/ got home
and o help mysel{ to ahy*h.‘hs in the fridge.

After Mr. and Mrs. S+rin3er left, i+ was Just
me and Wesl:r. T asked Wesl:y if he wanted o
P\u a board game or sameﬂ\ihg like that, but he

said he wanted to go-out in +he garage and get
his bike.

T Hold him it was too cold o ride his bike outside,
but he said he wanted 4o ride it INSIDE. The
S+rih3ers have a renll)/ nice house, and T was
prety sure -ﬂ\c)/ didnt want Weslef scratching up
+their hardwood floors. So T old him we heeded +o
find same‘ﬂ\ihg else to do.

W:sle/ had a huge fit. After he calmed down he
4old me he wanted o color instead. T asked him
where his coloring stuff was, and he said it was in
+he \quhdry room. But when T went to get it, T
heard the latch on the door lock behind me.

%E;@ EliE

Then T heard the garage door open, and the
next thing T knew Wes|c7 was riding around the
kitchen on his bike.

119

T ‘aa\md:d on the door for him 4o let me out, but
he Just isv\arcd me.

Next T heard the basement door open, and then
a rumbling sound followed b/ a HUGE crash. T
could hear Wcs\ey cryihs at the bottom of the
stairs, and T started to ‘>ahic because it sounded
like he was reull)/ hurt.

But then W:sley calmed down, and T could hear
him Jraasins his bike back up-fo the Fop of the
stairs. Then he rode down the stairs and crashed
at the bottom AGAIN, followed by MORE +ears.

T am not exaggerating when T tell you this went
on for an hour and a half. T thought Wesle)/
would wear himself out, but he never did. T
remembered that the Stringers said H\c)/ couldnt
find a bqbysih‘:r for Wesley, and now that was
starting to make a lot of sense.

T figured T was gonna have to punish W:sley
for locking me in the laundry room once T got
out of there. What he DESERVED was a 500&
s?anins, but T figurc& +hat Proba{)ly wouldn't
(ly with the Stringers.
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2. (Pages 1-9) Split the class into groups and ask them to discuss Greg's memories of life, both before and after
he was born. Do they think he really remembers what he claims to recall? Make sure the children explain their
answers, giving logical reasons.

3. Uncle Gary appears in several of the chapters throughout the book. Ask the children to work with a partner to list
how Uncle Gary is involved in Greg’s life and the ways in which he both interferes and attempts to help Greg. Uncle
Gary is Dad’s brother. The children could make a comparison of the two brothers, listing all the ways in which they
are different. Are there any similarities?

HAS ANYONE
SEEN MY
PANTS?
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SPYING ON
PEOPLE.

Main Pra\jed

PLAN A DETEGTIVE AGENGY
Objective:
To work in pairs to plan a detective agency.

Curriculum areas:
Literacy.

Starting point:
Read pages 72-75. After the visit from the undercover police officer, Greg and Rowley decide to set up their very own
detective agency!

T thought that sounded like an AWESOME
Job. TfT an get ?qi& to go to school without
doing homework or taking tests AND send all
+he Jerks to Jm‘l, then that's the career for me.

MRS. JOHNSON! DAVID
MARKS IS SHOOTING
SPITBALLS AGAIN!

After the Police officer came to our school, me
and my friend Row|e>/ decided to start our own
detective qsehcy.

I =
'|{ PRIVATE EVES

Uh-for‘fuhﬁely, there wasnt a lot of demand for
private dettectives in our neighborhood, and
hobo&y wanted to hire us. But we decided +o
start spying on people ANYWAY.

T+ was ad’uc\”)/ a lot of fun. The great ﬂu’hs
about beihs a Friv:ﬂe investigator is +hat 7/ou

can Poke around in other \aeo?le's lives and it's
Just part of 7/our J'ob.
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SPYING ON
PEOPLE.

Main Pra\jed

PLAN A DETECTIVE AGENCY

VAN

We mo$+|7l focused our investigations on Mr. Millis, n ‘O
who lives a few doors vp +he street from me. T+’
not like he was doing uhyﬂxihg suspicious. Tt's
Just +hat we knew he had all the movie channels
on cable. But when Rowley didnt come back rig)n‘r away, T
g ‘ ‘ l | started +o wonder what ’nq?\)ehe&. T went down
NN

+o Scotty’s house myself +o investigate, and T
:aug\\*f Row|e7l red-handed \7|q7/ih3 my video game

with Sco‘H7l.

Qur detective agency fell apart, +\\ou\9¥\, after
we_started investigating Sco‘H’{ Dougllas. T4 let
Nim borrow a video game over the summer and he
said he lost it, but T knew he was |7/ih3. So T
sent Rawley down to Scoﬁyls house +o get him T had 1o fire Rowley on the spot, and if T ever
to cous}\ it up- start another detective asehcy, +he first ﬂ\ihs
T gohha do is hire a more ih+imi&a+ih3 enforcer.
T Jmusk‘r Rowle7 how to act renlly +ou3¥\ and
crack his knuckles a lot so Sco++7 would et +he Ah}lwa , like T said, eVeryohe was excited to find
message +hat we werent foolihg around. out who the guest was for +oda7l’s assembly.

7

Main Activities
Split the class into pairs and ask them to work with their partner to plan their own detective agency.

« Greg and Rowley called their agency Private Eyes. Do the children consider this a good name? Why (or why not)?
Ask them to think of a really good name for their agency, making a list of possible names, then choosing the one they
think has the most impact and will get them the most customers. You could use Worksheet 1 for this.

« The children should consider the best logo for their detective agency. (see Worksheet 2) Explain to them that this
should be distinctive, instantly recognizable and eye-catching. Discuss which logos they already know and recognize,
e.g. Nike, McDonald’s, Puffin. You might want to play a game with the class using flashcards to see how many they get
right. What do they think makes the logos so recognizable and effective?
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SPYING ON
PEOPLE.

Main Pra\jed

PLAN A DETECTIVE AGENCY

- Still working in pairs, the children need to think of a catchy slogan for their agency. (see Worksheet 3) If they're not
sure what this means, encourage them to look up ‘slogan’ in the dictionary. Ask them to think of adverts that have
catchy slogans, e.g. ‘Because you're worth it' (LOréal) or ‘Finger Lickin’ Good' (KFC).

« Next the children will need to create a TV advert storyboard and a poster to advertise their agency. Both should
include the agency name, logo and slogan. Explain to them that they need to consider what sort of detective jobs they
want to carry out, e.g. lost pets or belongings or suspicious occurrences in their neighbourhood/school. Make sure they
include all relevant information, such as how they can be contacted. You might like to use Worksheet 4 for this.

Tell the children that, if their agency becomes successful, they may need extra detectives to help with the workload.
In their pairs, ask them to create a job advert for a new detective to join their business. Make sure they consider
carefully the wording of their advert. Would any interested person be suitable or are they looking for particular
qualities, e.g. good at hiding or very observant? Would they offer training to the successful applicants? Use
Worksheet 5 to help here.

Private detectives require special equipment, such as binoculars. Ask the children to make a list of all the equipment
they will need for their detectives. They could draw a picture of each item, label the pictures and write why each is
necessary.

Encourage the children to plan and make a display of all their ideas, including the names of the different detective
agencies, logos, slogans, advertising ideas, etc. The children could showcase their worksheets and should plan the
display to be as eye-catching as possible - after all, they have worked very hard to create it!

It might be a good idea to tell students if they wanted to start a detective agency in real life they would
need to go through training and become aware of laws protecting people’s privacy(!)
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1. (Page 8) Ask the children to bring in photos of themselves as babies and a current (or recent) photo too. These
should all go into two separate boxes so that no one knows who brought in which picture (remember to number the
photos and keep a note of who is who). Work together with your class to decide how these could be best displayed
as a photo gallery. You could also ask the children to work in pairs to try to correctly match the baby and current
photos. As an extension, the children could bring in a photo of a relative, e.g. parent or grandparent. Can the class
match these up too?

After a few months of living like this, T had to
3e+ out of there, and +hat's why T was born
three weeks early. But after beihg hit by the cold
air and the blind.‘r\g l.‘gh’rs of the Jel.‘very room,
T wished T4 Just s+a7/e& put.

PUT ME
BACK!
: i '\.\

ad PO

S

By the time T came into the world, T was totall
s|eev‘> &e‘)rIVeJ and in a really |ous>/ mood. So if you
ever see a picture of a newborn, how you know

why -H\e)/ always look ticked off.

Introducing
our little
bundle of joy

Gregory
Heffley

5 pounds,
7 ounces ]
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2. (Pages 53-55) Dad takes Greg to work for Bring Your Child to Work Day. Unfortunately he forgets to take him home
again ... Ask the children to write a short story about themselves or someone else who is left behind in a shop
overnight. They may choose any type of shop they like, e.g. toyshop, clothes shop, camping shop, sweet shop. Make
sure they include an explanation about how they were left behind, what they did in the shop and how it all ended.
The funnier, the better! The children should first consider the criteria needed for their story, e.g. humour, suspense,

drama, and ask a partner to proofread it when finished. They may wish to illustrate their work and display it for

others to read and enjoy too.

But T don't think Uncle G“r}' is cut out for an
office Job, and T'm not so sure T am, either. Dad
has to dress up for work every Jay in a shirt and
+ie, and he has 4o wear dress shoes and dress
sacks, +oo.

The nlren\d?/ decided that when T grow up, T
gonna have 1o find a job where you dont need to
wear those socks that 90 vp to 7/our knees.

HAS ANYONE

Last summer Dad bl’ouSh‘f me to "Briha Your Child
4o Work Do\yn at his office. But the people at
Dad’s work mustVve realized +heir _jobs would be
boring o their kids, so 'ﬂ\e?/ brought in all sorts
of entertainment.

For most of the do\y, us kids sfqyeé in the
cafeteria while the growh=ups 9ot some work done
in ﬂ\:ir m[\[ices.

Toward the end of the Jo\y, Dad brought me into
his office while he tried o finish up an important
VroJec+, so T sat there next to him and waited.
But T +hink i+ was hard for him to concentrate
while someone was lookihs over his shoulder.

Dad gave me money to buy something from the
vendins machine. He was Vrabqbly Just trying o
get rid of me for a little while, so he wasnt too
}\a\?\)}l when I came back a minute later with a
box of jawbreakers.

Dad told me he reqlly needed o finish what he
was Joihs, so he asked me to find somewhere else
4o sit while he wra?‘n& things vp- He mustve
been reqlly distracted that day, +\’mu3\'\, because
he went home and left me behind. T mig}ﬂ”ve
been stuck there all h.'3¥\+ if +he Jar\ﬁor Radnt
{Ouhd me.
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3. (Page 128) Greg is concerned that his wardrobe is holding him back and asks Mom for new clothes. Ask the
children to list the things they do and the places they go on an average week, e.g. school, swimming, the park.
Now explain that they are going to design a range of clothes for children their age for three different activities - a
summer holiday, a family party and a school sports day. Encourage them to draw their ideas on A3 paper, making
them detailed and colourful. The children should also include a description of each item of clothing and any special
features they incorporate, e.g. hidden pockets to conceal food, a fan to cool them down, etc.

Monda

Uncle Gar7/ told me if T really want to send the
ris}ﬁ sishqls to sl'rls at school, T migH consider
u\)&qh’hg '"7' wardrobe. He said +hat wearing a
new shirt or hew shoes qlwqys makes him feel more
cohﬁ&eh‘h and it mis\‘rf work for me, too.

The ﬂ\ihg is, T rea||7l dont HAVE a lot of new
clothes. T'd say about 90% of ever +\\ih3 T wear
is a hand-me-down from Rodrick. Mom would sa
+hat's an exaggeration, but all you Kave to do is
check the tags in m)/ underwear for Proof.

T never reqlly cared much about what T wore, but
now Uncle Gary has me wohJen’hs if my wardrobe

s “\ouihg me ’MCk.

128
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Our Loso

Slogans We Like

Our Sloadh Tdeas

www.wimpykidclub.co.uk

voo DIARY OF A WIMPY KID®, WIMPY KID™, and the Greg Heffley design™
24585 m are trademarks of Wimpy Kid, Inc. All rights reserved.

#WIMPYKID




D'\Qr)/ of d\,\f\mpy Kjd
THE THIRD WHEEL

TV/Adver+ S+or7/{>oo«rd

www.wimpykidclub.co.uk

R DIARY OF A WIMPY KID®, WIMPY KID™, and the Greg Heffley design™
24585 v are trademarks of Wimpy Kid, Inc. All rights reserved.

#WIMPYKID




D'\Qr)/ of d\,\flmpy K|ql
THE THIRD WHEEL

Our Job Advertisement

www.wimpykidclub.co.uk

DIARY OF A WIMPY KID®, WIMPY KID™, and the Greg Heffley design™
24585 v are trademarks of Wimpy Kid, Inc. All rights reserved.

#WIMPYKID




D'\Qr)/ of d\,\flmpy K|ql
THE THIRD WHEEL

S‘)ecial Equi?meh‘l'

www.wimpykidclub.co.uk

. DIARY OF A WIMPY KID®, WIMPY KID™, and the Greg Heffley design™
24585 vi are trademarks of Wimpy Kid, Inc. All rights reserved.

#WIMPYKID




