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Fn'dax
T£ there’s one ‘H\ih& T Ve learned from my years
of beihs a kid, it's that you have ZERO control

over your own life.

E ver since school let out, T havent had ahy-ﬂ\iha
‘L’Ve heeded to DO or ahyw‘were I’Ve heec}ed o
BE. As long as the air—cohdi-HohihS was workihs
and the TV remote had batteries in i+, T was all

set for a relaxing summer vacation.

But then, out of the blue, THIS )naﬂ)ehed——

ACK YOUR BAGS.
WE'RE GOING ON
A ROAD TRIP!
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This isnt the FIRST +ime Mom has sprung a trip
on us wiﬂ'\ouﬁ' dh7/ wqrhihs. Last )/eo\r on ‘H’\e first
cia)/ of summer, s}we said we were Soiha U\)s+a+e
for a few Jays to visit Aunt Loretta at the
hursing home.

T+ wasnt exac-H)/ my idea of a fun way +o kick
off the summer. One time when we visited Aunt
Loretta, her roommate Srabbecl me and wouldnt let
g0 until a staffer gave her a chocolate chip muffin.
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But Mom was Jus+ HU'(:‘FI.Y\S about soihs +o the

hursihs )nome. A+ breakfast +¥\e hext morhihs, s)ne
told us where we were REALLY going.




WE'RE GOING
TO DISNEY
WORLD!

Me and my brother Rodrick were \wa\)\>7/, because
we were both c}reac}iha sPehdihs the first week
of summer vacation ?l“f;hﬁ shuffleboard at a
hursihs home.

But when my little brother, Mahhy, heard about
+he c%ahge in \>|th, he +o+a||7/ LOST i+. Mom
had talked up the Aunt Loretta trip so much
that Mahhy was ac-h;ally EXCITED about going.




We ended up POSTPONING our trip to DiShey
so we could visit Auh+ L oretta. You,d ‘H\ihk Mom
would Ve learned her lesson about surprise trips

after THAT one.

T know EXACTLY where this road trip idea

came from, because the new issve of "Family Frolic”

magazine came in +he mail +oc{q>/.

T£ T had 1o guess, Td say 90% of eVer7+)nih3

we do as a fqmily comes from ideas Mom gets from
+hat magazine. And when T saw the latest issve,
T knew i+ was gonhha get Mom's wheels turhing.
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e
Family Frolic

TAKE THE ULTIMATE ROAD TRIP!

The fli\)?ed ﬂ\rous)n "'Family Frolic” a few times,
and T have to admit, the ?ic‘h;res always make
eVery-ths look like a lot of fun.
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But there must be Someﬂ'\iha wrong with OUR
family, because we can never measure up ‘o ﬂ\e

ones +¥\e7 show n -H\e mo\adzihe.
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]: guess Moms hot 3ivih3 up, 'H\ous%. She said
*H\is road +ri\3 1S gonha be awesome and *H\o\-f

S\Deh&iha a lot of +ime +03e+¥\er in the car will be
a "bohdih\g" experience for the whole family.
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T tried 4o talk her into letting us do something
NORMAL, like going to a water Park for the
Jo?/, but Mom didnt want to hear it.
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She said the whole point of this trip is o do
+Hh35 we Ve hever done before and to )naVe

"auﬂ-\eh'ﬁc" exPeriehces.

T ‘H‘\oush‘l' Mom would Ve |00\>ed Dad in about her
road trip idea, but a‘a‘)areh-ﬂy T was wrong.
Because when he 30+ home from work, he seemed

Jus+ as svr?rised as us kids.

Dad 4old Mom it was a bad time o be away from

work and he didnt want to use his vacation do?/s

unless he q{350|u+el7/ HAD +o. But Mom said there's
hoﬂ'\ihs more im?or‘hh'{' than s?ehclihs +ime with

7/our‘ -deily.




Then Dad told Mom he was rea||7/ ‘-\o‘)ihs to get
Hs BOAT out on ﬂ\e water ﬂ\is weekehcl, and if

we went on a road trip, he wouldn* be able +o.

Mom and Dad get qlohs \Dre++7/ well in 3ehera|,
but +he one -H'\ihﬁ +hat's Suo\rah-l'eec{ ‘o cause a
fis\ﬁ' between them is Dad’s boat.

A few years ago, Mom sent Dad out to get some
milk, but aloha +he way he s?oH‘ed a boat for sale
in someohe s front 7/o\rd. Ahd before you knew i+,

'H\e boat was in our driVeway.

Mom was mad that Dad didnt check with her
firs+, because )(\o\Viha a boat is a ton of work.



But Dad said it was qlwqys his dream +o own a
boat and that we could sPeh& eVery weekend out
on the water as a family.

So Dad 3o+ to KEEP +he boat, and he seemed
reqlly ‘mppy. But ﬂ\ihas went downhill fast.

A few Jays later, some PﬁoP'Q from the
Homeowr\ers’ Association knocked on our door.



ﬂ-\ey said there were rules in our heishbor)nood

against having a boat parked in front of your
house and told Dad he had o move i+ to the back.

The boat sat in the backyard for the whole
summer because Dad was too busy and didnt have
time to use it. Then, in the fall, one of Dad’s
coworkers told him he'd have o WINTERIZE
the boat to protect it from the cold weather.

Dad found out i+ would cost more to winterize the
boat than it cost him 1o BUY it, so he decided
\'\e)c{ take \'\is c\'\ahces. Ahc{ sure ehous\'\, two
weeks later, when the temperature c}ro?\)eé below
-freezihs, a biS crack aPPeared in the hull.

10



When it started to snow, Dad rolled +he boat
under the back deck, and it sat there all winter.
Tn the spring, Mom started using it to store all
sorts of Juhk from the house.
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The next summer, Dad decided he was gohha fix
ﬂ\e boa+.
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But when he went 4o ‘)U“ it out from under the
deck, he discovered a -family of raccoons |ivih3 in

our old wasHhS machine.

Dad called an exterminator to get rid of the
raccoons, but when he heard how much THAT was
gonha cost, he decided to take care of it himself.

By then I"\ahhy had heard about the baby

raccoons |ivih3 in the was%ihg machine, and Mom
}md +to s+e\> in.
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