But she said since the fender was all bahseJ vp,
he'd find out ANYWAY.

T realized m7/ oh|7 O\D‘h'oh was ‘o 3e+ out of town.
And T +¥\ous‘\+ of the PERFECT way to do it.

The class trip to Hardscrabble Farms starts +oc}q7/
and goes for a whole WEEK. T -Figure 57/ +he
time T get BACK, Dad will have cooled down, at
least a little.

So T told Mom T c)nahseci m7/ mind about the
trip, and she was all excited.

S}'\e Co\lled ‘H\e sc}\ool to make sure 1 cou|c1 sill
90, and |ucki|7/ +here were a handful of spaces lef+

in +¥\e cabins.
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T went ‘H’\rous\\ m7/ book {)as and found the
?ackihg list +¥\e7/ sent home last month to check
what T needed 4o brihs.

Hardscrabble Farms
Supply List

——\

Bug spray Jeans
Hiking boots Plastic bag
Raincoat Sunscreen
Canteen Toiletries
Day pack Wool socks

NO electronic devices

NO junk food

T+ was oo late to go out and S"\O‘) for all +hat
stuff. Luckily , Mom found Rodrick’s duffel baa n
+he garage, which he had never uh‘)acked from
when HE went on +he +ri\> a few 7/ears ago.

Thside were some Hkihg boots, a raincoat, a
cahteen, b“ﬁ S\>rq7/, and a buhch of o+)ner ‘H‘\ihes
on the list, which was great.
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But the bas REEKED because there was a half-
eaten }mm sahdwic}-\ ) -Hwere, ch}\ \-\ad SOme‘H\ihs
srowihs out of it.

M

T was a little worried about +he food situation

at camp, and T was +em‘>+ed to +r>/ and sneak

a few cahdy bars in. But T wasnt sure what the

PehaHy was if you got CAUGHT, so T decided o
Just hide them in my sock drawer so hobo&y would
eat them while T was gone.

T wasnt wi||ih3 to take ahy risks when it came o
m7/ COMFORT, ‘H’\oug}\.

T stuffed three whole containers of Freshies into
Rodrick’s bas, even -H\oug)n that meant T couldnt
fi+ the raincoat.
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T buried +he Freshies a+ the bottom of the ba3
becavse T didnt want Mom to know T was ‘hakihg
them. Mom says ba{))/ wipes are too expensive for
everyone o use on a regular basis and +¥\e7/'re

reserved for MANNY.

See, +Hs 1S -H\e main reason I want to be ric}x
when T'm older. When T have a ton of mohey, T
can b“}' as many bo\by wipes as T WANT.
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But until T have mohey of my owh, T Kave 4o
kee\) rm&.ha Mahhys SU‘)‘)I)/

l“ (3)
[/ 3
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When T was Just about rendy to leave for +he
+n‘>, Gro\hJ‘)a gave me a book he said rms\'ﬁ' come
in \mhd)/

Gro\hc}\)a said the book belohsecl +o him as a kid,
and he gave it o Dad when HE was my age. Now
he wanted ME 4o have it.
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T+ looked a little outdated to me, but T didnt
want to hurt Grahcl?a’s -Feelihss. So T +old him T4
take i+ wiﬂ-\ me and read it -H\e first c}mhce I 30+.

BEO0k

ENOUNG

LADS

ﬂ\ere was JUST ehousk room to fit it in m7/
bo\s, and T friaured the more stuff Pilec} on top of
+he Fres*-\ies, the better.

When Mom Jrop\)ed me off at school +his morhing,

+)nou3)n, T realized T was SERIOUSLY uh\Dre\)ared
for this trip.
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EVerybociy else had a TON of gear, and T felt
like T had uh&er\mcked.

A-Her all our stuff was loaded onto the {)us, +he
bass +ook vp at least half the space.

That meant we had +o double up oh seats, which
made the ride to Hardscrabble Farms feel a LOT

|oh3er ‘l')ndh it shoulJ’Ve.
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When we fiho\lly got there and drove ‘H\rous%
the main entrance, T was Pre‘H')/ relieved. But
the last stretch was BRUTAL because it was a
dirt road.

v
‘ HARDSCRABBLE
: FARMS
o Old-fashioned

values for

When we 30+ off the bus, a group of kids
from another school was Just |eavih3. And +)ne7/

looked like ‘H‘\ey couldnt be se‘H’ihs out of ‘H\er‘e
soon ehous‘w.
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A kid in the back was Bol&ihs a handwritten sigh
that didnt make dh7/ sense to me.

(T
\MM]

p
J foths

& W,
N e,

A couple of my classmates seemed ‘Jre++7/ freaked
out when +¥xe7 saw it. A boy standing hext to
me said his older brother went to Hardscrabble
Farms a few years back and told him all about
Silas Scratch.

A?Parehﬂy this Silas Scratch guy was farmer
who lived at Hardscrabble Farms a |oh3 time ago,
but +hen the couh+7 came in and kicked him off
his land.
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Another kid chimed in and said HE heard Silas
Scrorfc‘\ went to live in 'H'\e forest ) w}xere ‘\e

survived by eating sluss and berries. Then Melinda
Henson said she heard he went CRAZY and grew
his fingernails rea“y long.

See, 1 could Ve done wi+\'\ou+ ﬂ'\e \Dar+ about ‘H\e
|oh3 fihgerhails, because that sort of -H\ihg reo\lly
gives me the willies.
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One of our c)na‘)erohes, Mr. Healey, said that
when HIS class went to Hardscrabble Farms, a kid
hamed Frankie came across Silas Scratch's shack in
+he woods. And after Frankie saw i+, he was never

+he same.

Ah)"’he who hadnt heard of Silas Scratch
BEFORE knew about him NOW, because the

s+or7/ sPread like wildfire.
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T found the whole Silas Scratch +¥\ih3 dis+urbih3.
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T GUARANTEE you, if anyohe told me there
was a derahaec} farmer ?rowlihs the Srouhc}s of
Hardscrabble Farms, T wouldve Just s+a7e& home
and taken my chances with DAD.

After we were done uh|oadih3 the bus, we
bmug}ﬁ our stuff down to the main |oc§3e,
which was a giant log cabin with a bunch of long
tables inside.

The person in charge was Mrs. Graziano, and once
eVeryohe sat down, she gave a s‘)eec\'\ about the
camp rules. There were a BUNCH of them, but
+he one she said was most EM\)or’m\rﬁ was that {707/5
and girls arent allowed to visit each other’s cabins

for any reason.
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Mrs. Graziano said this was her nineteenth year
coming to Hardscrabble Farms, and she wasn+
gohha \>u+ up with o\h7/ hohsense from ahybody.
Then she had the c}xo\\)erohes 90 ‘H’\rous}\
eVeryohe’s bo\ss +o make sure hobody was +r7lih3
to sheak in any Juhk food or electronics.

A few kids 30+ bus’rec} wE‘H\ stoff in ‘H\eir baas.
Mike Barrows had a \Douhd of Swedish Fish in his
back‘)dck, and Duane Hissihs So‘l' cau&}ﬁ' +r7/ih3
to smuggle in a giant c)nocola'l'e-c\\i? cookie.
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T was rea“)/ slqd T4 left those cqhdy bars back
home, but T was a little worried the c}m‘)erohes

rm'3¥\+ confiscate my baby wipes. Once Mr. Jones

cqu3¥\+ a w}\i-ﬁ of m7/ bda, ‘H’\ouS"\, \'\e didn4 go
c}iﬁsihs ahy further.

After that we had lunch, which was hot c}oss,
baked {)eahs, and stuffed peppers. 'ﬂ\ere weren+
any other choices, so if you didn't like any of
+hose +\wih35, you were out of luck.

I

When lunch was over, the c)na?erohes told us to
scrape our leftovers into a giant ‘70"’.
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I ha&h,‘l' +ouc\\ed my stuffed pepper, so I &um‘)ed
the whole +Hh3.

T asked Mr. Healey w\'\y we put our leftovers
into a \>o+ instead of the 4rash can. He said at
Hardscrabble Farms no food goes to waste, and
eVer7/+)nih3 we didnt eat for THIS meal is put
into a stew for the NEXT one.

He said it was the same wa7/ when he came o this
camp as 4 kid, and +¥xe7/ still used the exact same
pot. That means there could be leftovers from
‘H\ir“fy YEARS ago in that ‘H‘\ihs.

After lunch Mrs. Graziano and the female
chaPerohes +ook +he Sirls to the other side of
camp to 90 to their cabins.
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Mom had ac+ua||7/ wanted to volunteer as a
c}xa‘)erohe last-minute, but she wasn+t comfortable
|eqvih3 Mahh7/ with Rodrick and Grth}?a. That
kind of stinks, +\'\ou3¥\, because she couldve fed me

ihside information from +)ne sirls, sicle of camp.

YOU DON'T STAND A
CHANCE WITH LAUREN,
BUT CHLOE THINKS YOU

HAVE A CUTE BUTT!

Us 3u7/s s-ha)/ed back in ‘H\e cafeteria to 3e+ our
cabin o\ssiShmeh‘fs. Most of ‘H\e groups were kids w}\o

)ndhg out +03e+¥\er at school, but ead\ cabin seemed
1o have ONE kid who didn’t belong,
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The school must have decided o sPrea& +he
troublemakers out so there wouldnt be more

+han one in any cabin.

/ﬂ\e oh|7/ group ‘H‘\a‘!’ }\ad MORE 'Hmh one
trovblemaker was Mr. Nuzzi's group. But Mr.

Nuzzi works as a PriSOh suard, So I guess +¥\e7/
-I[igur‘ec} *\e could \'\o\hc“e it.

Since T re9is+ereci late, T got put with the
group of LEFTOVERS, which included Rowley.




T was slaJ T got assished +o the same cabin as
Rowley, but T wasnt }\aﬂ)y his FATHER was the
cha\)erohe. Mr. Jefferson has never rea“)/ been a
bia fan of mine, and 1 wash+ |ookih3 forward o
beihs cooPed up with him for a whole WEEK.

T+ was pret clear whoever had our cabin last

didnt bother c|eahih3 vp after themselves.

One kid in my group, Julian Trimble, seemed +o be
+o\kih3 the situation Pre-H)/ hard, because his |i\>
started o quiVer as sooh as we walked in ‘H‘\e door.

T was kind of SUrPrised Julian decided to come

on +)nis +ri\>, because I’m Suessihs }-\e’s hever been
awqy from )m's \)qreh+s oVerhis}ﬁ before.
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Julian was always the kid who made a biﬁ scene
eVery morhing ciurihs ciro‘)-oﬂ[ +ime at school.
Once, in second Sracle, he had such a strong grip
on his mom that the vice principal had 4o come
down 4o peel them apart.

Q -
T -Fisurec{ Julian decided to go oh +his ‘h’i‘) on his
O\I\/N, but w)neh I remembered -H\e scene at +¥\e
school +this morhiha, T started to wonder if his

mom dc+uq||7/ tricked him into it.






